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4.2.2.1 Pre-Historic and Historic First Nations Archaeological Sites 

Potential for First Nations archaeological sites is determined primarily on the physiographic 
features described above (proximity to water, elevated topography, well-drained soil). Given 
this, many areas within the preferred corridor have potential for the discovery of as yet 
undocumented First Nations archaeological sites. 
 
4.2.2.2 Historic Euro-Canadian Archaeological Sites 

Potential for historic Euro-Canadian archaeological sites is determined primarily based on 
proximity to water, elevated topography, historic transportation routes, extractive areas and 
locales of early Euro-Canadian settlement. Historic era archaeological sites are also found in 
association with extant 19th century buildings. Report F (Part 1) described the importance of 
Highway 7&8 as an early colonization road created by the Canada Company in 1828. It also 
noted that most of the major concession roads in the affected portions of Perth County and 
Waterloo County were open by the last quarter of the 19th century. Several early centres of 
settlement were noted including Stratford, Shakespeare and New Hamburg, in addition to the 
entire historic Highway 7&8 corridor. 
 
Based on this information, many lands within the preferred corridor and its buffer have high 
potential for the discovery of historic Euro-Canadian archaeological resources. Areas most 
affected in this way are those peripheral to the existing highway and concession roads (routes 
that were open in the 19th century), as well as extant heritage structures.   

4.2.3 Project Area and Application of Specific Information 

Another miscellaneous criteria is also considered when evaluating archaeological potential. This 
is extent of recent disturbance and subsequent probability for the recovery of intact 
archaeological deposits. The disturbance of natural soil horizons through major development-
related activities, primarily road construction, subdivision development, and infrastructure 
projects, can negate potential for the recovery of archaeological resources. Throughout the 
preferred corridor there are several locales where prior, extensive disturbance can be 
confirmed, including along roadways and in the more urban zones. Other, less noticeable, 
disturbance likely also exists in several areas, but this would have to be confirmed by an on-site 
inspection. 
 
 
 




